Seeds of Success

Collectors’ Call

July 7, 2009
SOS Collectors Award

· Andy Walker from the North Carolina Botanical Garden was presented with the first SOS Collectors Award
· This award went to the SOS collector that single handedly collected the most collections in 2008

Conversion to Omernik as Ecoregion Standard

· Always use the Omernik ecoregion – reference this with an ‘O’ in the ecoregion box on the field data form

NatureServe Data Refresh

· Under a cooperative agreement with BLM, NatureServe completed a data set of all the species in the United States, by Omernik Ecoregion

· This information is now available on the SOS website

· BLM is completing a new agreement to refresh this dataset by September 30, 2010 to keep our data current. 

Target Lists

· Thanks to everyone that has submitted a ‘Restoration Target List’, these continue to roll out on the website.

· If would like a list of species by ecoregion e-mail mary_byrne@blm.gov, specify which Omernik Ecoregions. 
Long-term Storage Agreement for SOS National Collection

· A long-term storage agreement for the entire SOS National Collection has been formalized and funded. All collecting teams will be able to use this agreement.
· Protocols for material transfer and data sharing are being developed
PCA’s National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Native Plant Initiative Grant 

Program

· Pre-proposals were due July 1st
· The date NFWF will request full proposals to be submitted is unknown

SOS Material Available for Distribution

· Bend has finalized the inventory of SOS collections held at their facility

· Inventory will be circulating shortly – early August
· Collecting teams (and their partners) have the right of first refusal
· Collections are for native plant materials development projects 

T-Shirt Order

· We will be placing a SOS t-shirt order soon

· Details regarding order placement to follow in a separate e-mail
· Please consider your collecting team’s needs for 2010
BLM SOS Stimulus Collectors
· Work months strategy is being finalized
SOS Meeting Of MOU Signatory Directors – Meeting was held
· SOS Annual Meeting Dates: July 23-24, 2009

· Washington, DC
Next call: August 4, 2009
Eastern - Noon
Central - 11 am

Mountain - 10 am

Pacific - 9 am

Alaska - 8 am
