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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW/DECISION

	Project Number:
	NM-930-2006-0001
	Lease/Serial/Case File No.:
	         NONE                 


Title of Proposed Action:  New Mexico native plant seed collections for plant materials development
Location of Proposed Action:  Any BLM administered surface lands within New Mexico
Applicant (if any):  None
Description of Proposed Action:  This action includes 2 parts:  Implementation of the Seeds of Success collection program and general collection of seeds for development of native plant materials supporting reclamation, rehabilitation, and restoration of public lands.  

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in Great Britain (RBG, Kew) is implementing a worldwide seed collection program called the Millennium Seed Bank (MSB).  MSB is a multi-year program partly funded by the United Kingdom Millennium Commission with a goal of collecting and conserving ten percent of the world’s flora (approximately 24,000 species) by the year 2010.  

The Seeds of Success (SOS) program is the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) mechanism for supporting RBG, KEW’s MSB.  BLM and RBG, KEW have joined under the terms of a cooperative agreement signed by both parties in May 2000 with a renewed agreement signed in November 2005.  BLM agreed to collect seeds for the program and to grant access to the lands they manage for collection; to grant prior informed consent to RBG, Kew for study and long term storage of seeds collected from BLM lands; and to send all seeds, voucher specimens and field data to RBG, Kew for processing.  RBG, Kew agreed to clean, process, test and store all seed sent by BLM; send half of each collection to the US for long term storage; provide BLM with the results of all testing; fund a fixed term coordinator position in BLM to develop the collection program; and to provide training and advice to BLM during the program.

Collections for both SOS and general development of plant material sources would entail identification of potential source populations of relatively common plants potentially useful for restoration purposes, monitoring phenology of the populations, and completing collections of approximately 20,000 seeds from 50 to many hundreds of plants in the target population.  The objective is to sample 95% of the genetic diversity within the population.  Collections would target approximately 20% of the seed on individual plants with the remaining portion of available seed left for natural dispersal and population maintenance.  SOS collections will target a single population of a species.  Restoration collections may target many populations of a species to capture regional genetic diversity.  As many as 5 to 8 voucher specimens of target plant species would be taken from collection sites and deposited in herbaria including RBG, KEW, BLM New Mexico, and regional universities (Univ. of NM and New Mexico State).  Target categories include native species of known forage or browse value, widespread regional endemic species, native wild relatives of cultivated or economically important species, native species with significance to Tribes, monotypic native species, native species that are important to rare pollinators and 'flagship' species.  Target species do not include any federally listed or other BLM special status plant species, oak species, or grape species.  An in-depth description of the collection protocol and current target species is located on line at:  http://www.nps.gov/plants/sos/protocol/1.htm   (Hyperlinked - in MS WORD hold the control key while clicking the link.)  Collections supporting SOS will continue through the life of the Cooperative Agreement.  Collections for general development of plant material sources would continue indefinitely.
As indicated, ½ of SOS collections will be returned to the U.S. by RBG, KEW for long term storage (at this time in the USDA ARS seed facility in Pullman Washington), and subsequent use or release by BLM in development of plant materials for restoration purposes.  Any general collections of seed for restoration purposes will be transferred directly to the Pullman Wa. facility (or other facility as the program develops) for cleaning, storage, and subsequent plant materials development. 
This proposed action conforms to the terms and conditions of current Resource Management Plans implemented by BLM in the State of New Mexico: Farmington, Taos, Albuquerque, Roswell, Carlsbad, Socorro, and Las Cruces (Mimbres, White Sands, McGregor).
	This proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 516 DM 11.5C(5)  Disposal of small amounts of miscellaneous vegetation products outside established harvest areas, such as Christmas trees, wildings, floral products (ferns, boughs, etc.), cones, seeds, and personal use firewood.


This action does not meet any of the extraordinary circumstances described in 516 DM 2, Appendix 2.

	Review for Extraordinary Circumstances

(Name/Title/Date)
	Impacts (Initials)

	
	Yes
	No
	No with

stipulations

	Has significant impacts on public health or safety.
	
	
	

	Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas.
	
	
	

	Has highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)].
	
	
	

	Has highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.
	
	
	

	Establishes a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with potentially significant environmental effects.
	
	
	

	Has a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.
	
	
	

	Has significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office.
	
	
	

	Has significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species.
	
	
	

	Violates a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of the environment.
	
	
	

	Has a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (Executive Order 12898).
	
	
	

	Limits access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007).
	
	
	

	Contributes to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112).
	
	
	


	Prepared by:
	
	
	Date:
	


	NEPA Coordinator:
	
	
	Date:
	


Decision:  Based upon this review, I have determined that the proposed action (as described, including any indicated stipulations) is in conformance with the land use plan and meets criteria for the selected categorical exclusion.  Therefore, the action is excluded from further environmental analysis and documentation.

	
	
	Date:
	


Deputy State Director, Resources
EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES WITHIN CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

Would the proposed action.....

1.
Have significant impacts on public health or safety?
2.
Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique  


geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources;  


park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or  


scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal  

drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands; 
          


floodplains; national monuments; migratory birds; and other  

ecologically significant or critical areas?
3.
Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve


unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 



resources?
4.
Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental
          


effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks?
5.
Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision


in principle about future actions with potentially significant



environmental effects?
6.
Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually 
 
insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects?
7.
Have adverse impacts on properties listed, or eligible for  


listing, on the National Register of Historic Places?
8.
Have adverse impacts on species listed, or proposed to be 


listed, on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or 


have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for 


these species?
9.
Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or 

requirement imposed for the protection of the environment?
10.
Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low  

income or minority populations?
11.
Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites


on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly


adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites?
12.
Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread


of noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to


occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction,


growth, or expansion of the range of such species?                    
