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 JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH GENETICIST/ECOLOGIST
APPOINTMENT INFORMATION: 

The USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest Research Station is advertising to fill a GS-11 Post-Doctoral Research Geneticist or Ecologist position. The position will be located at the Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Corvallis, Oregon. The position is a two-year, full-time term position, with the possibility for extension of an additional two years dependent upon funding and performance. Shorter appointments may be possible (e.g., sabbaticals for university faculty). Salary is approximately $61,867 per year (GS-11) depending on qualifications. The employee will be eligible for health and life insurance, annual (vacation) and sick leave, and will be covered by the Federal Employees Retirement System. You must be a U.S. citizen to apply for this position.
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITIES:

The employee will be hired as a post-doctoral Research Geneticist or Research Ecologist in support of ecological genetics research to explore population variation in adaptive traits of native grasses and forbs of the interior western United States, primarily centered on the Great Basin. The primary focus of research will be a reciprocal transplant study of bluebunch wheatgrass. Data may also be available from other common garden studies. The primary goals of the research are to model responses in adaptation and adaptive traits as a function of the environments of planting sites and seed sources, and to evaluate alternatives for delineating seed zones and guiding population movement for restoration of productive, healthy and diverse native plant communities. A secondary objective is to explore responses of plant species to climate change and management options for responding to concerns. A comparison of results among species based on previous studies is another avenue for exploration. The employee is expected to help prepare study plans, install studies, collect and analyze data, prepare publications of results in the form of manuscripts for publication in peer-reviewed journals, and present findings at scientific meetings and in workshops and field tours. The employee will collaborate with other scientists in the Genetic and Silvicultural Foundations for Management Team and the Great Basin Native Plant Project.
Qualifications for the position include:

· US citizen with a PhD in ecology, botany, forestry, biology, genetics or a related field prior to beginning of employment.
· Demonstrated knowledge of statistical analysis and the associated software (including SAS and R) for nonlinear mixed-effects models and multivariate analysis.
· Demonstrated skills in communicating science through publications and public speaking.
· Knowledge of GIS is desirable.
STAFF SETTING: 
The employee will be assigned to the Genetic and Silvicultural Foundations for Management Team of the Land and Watershed Management Program, stationed in Corvallis, Oregon.  Supervision is provided by Dr. Brad St.Clair, Research Geneticist.  
TO APPLY:

Interested applicants should send curriculum vitae and cover letter indicating interests and qualifications for this position along with a copy of your college transcripts (unofficial copies are fine). Include a list of your publications (including a pdf or link to one or more featured publications) and at least three professional references with information on how to contact them (email and phone number). Indicate when you would be available in your cover letter and please state if you are a US citizen. Applications will be accepted until close of business by April 30, 2014, but it is in the applicant’s best interest to turn in their application as soon as possible.  Send the information to:
Dr. Brad St.Clair

USDA Forest Service

Pacific Northwest Research Station 
3200 SW Jefferson Way

Corvallis, OR 97331-4401

Email: bstclair@fs.fed.us
Phone: 541-750-7294

ABOUT CORVALLIS:
Corvallis is nestled in the heart of Oregon's Willamette Valley, about 90 miles south of Portland, 35 miles south of Oregon’s capital city of Salem, and 40 miles north of Eugene. Corvallis has a residential population of 55,000, and receives approximately 40 inches of annual precipitation in a mild climate. It is home to Oregon State University, and offers big city amenities while still maintaining a small town atmosphere. Besides being an all around great place to live and raise a family, Corvallis is only an hour from the Pacific Coast and the Cascades, and just over an hour to the Portland metro area.  Within a 50-mile radius there are many beautiful campground and recreational sites, state, county and private parks. Corvallis is an award-winning city that has been recognized as one of the best college towns and one of the top ten small towns in the nation.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER. 
