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Testimony of the Native Plant Conservation Campaign and Plant Science and Conservation Organizations
Regarding

The Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005 (H.R. 3824)

September 22, 2005
Re: 
Oppose HR 3824, the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005
To Whom It May Concern:
The Native Plant Conservation Campaign is a coalition of native plant societies and other native plant science and conservation organizations, representing more than 60,000 laypersons and professional botanists in all 50 states. The mission of the NPCC is to promote appreciation and conservation of native plant species and communities through collaboration, education, law, policy, land use and management. 

NPCC affiliate organizations and their members work closely with state and federal agencies to manage and conserve native plants and ecosystems. We frequently use the Endangered Species Act to protect imperiled plants that would otherwise be lost to our children and grandchildren. We also work closely with the Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies to provide botanical and other scientific information to help land managers conserve this nation’s unique flora. 

The Native Plant Conservation Campaign and the undersigned organizations oppose H.R. 3824, the Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005. 
The Endangered Species Act is one this nation’s most effective and popular environmental laws. For over thirty years, the Endangered Species Act has been the safety net for wildlife, fish and plants on the brink of extinction. It has been successful in preventing the extinction of 98% of the species that have been listed, including the American Bald Eagle, the Robbin’s Cinquefoil, Fremont’s Flannelbush, and countless other beautiful and unique plants and animals. 

Instead of statutory changes, we recommend that Congress adequately fund and staff the Act’s implementing agencies. Congress has never budgeted sufficient resources for execution of the Endangered Species Act. Eighty to 90% of the public consistently express support for the Act in opinion polls; these polls also show strong support for increased funding for species and habitat protection. Before changes are made, the law should be given the resources to work as it was designed to do. This is the only way its effectiveness can be evaluated.
Protection of our remaining flora and natural heritage is essential to human society and to our economy. Plants generate the oxygen we breathe, clean the water we drink, provide the foundation of wetlands as well as the plant communities which protect us from destructive and deadly floods and erosion. Plants also provide us with foods, medicines and other indispensable commodities; many yet to be discovered. The health of native vegetation controls the quality and quantity of goods, services and enjoyment that Americans derive from wildlands. Wildland enjoyment and wildlife watching generate more than $100 billion in U.S. economic activity each year. **CHECK** Butterflies, bears, eagles and all the wildlife that the public enjoys requires healthy native plant communities for survival. Extinction leads to loss of other plant, fish, and wildlife that are connected and interdependent through the web of life. Each species lost to extinction also represents the potential loss of life saving therapies, foods, jobs, industries and economic growth. 
Given (i) the known and potential importance of plants and other species, (ii) the rates at which we are losing irreplaceable fish, plants, wildlife and their habitats in the U.S. and around the world, and (iii) the rate at which we are discovering new uses and values for wild species, it would be reckless and irresponsible to weaken the law that offers the most effective protection for our natural heritage.
As Congress recognized when it first passed the ESA:

“From the most narrow possible point of view, it is in the best interests of mankind to minimize the losses of genetic variations…Who knows, or can say, what potential cures for cancer or other scourges, present or future, may lie locked up in the structure of plants which may yet be undiscovered, much less analyzed?  More to the point, who is prepared to risk those potential cures by eliminating those plants for all times?  Sheer self-interest impels us to be cautious.”

-U.S. House of Representatives Report regarding the enactment of the ESA in the 93rd Congress (1973)  

H.R. 3824 would substantively weaken the ESA and impede our ability to conserve our natural heritage in several critical ways. The bill would 

· reduce opportunities for species recovery through elimination of habitat protections
· restrict both the type of science that can be used and which scientists may participate in species listing and conservation 

· introduce new bureaucratic hurdles to species listing and post-listing conservation
· introduce unrealistic time limits for conservation measures to be developed before destructive projects can proceed 
As scientific organizations we are concerned about the provisions that restrict protections for the habitat that supports endangered species. A primary principle of conservation biology is that habitat protection is fundamental to species conservation. We are also particularly disturbed by provisions restricting the types of science employed in endangered species conservation. Surely scientists with appropriate expertise, rather than Congress, are best qualified to determine what and how scientific information is used. 
We urge Congress to reject this legislation. Congress should instead fully fund the existing Endangered Species Act and the agencies that implement it. 

Thank you for your attention to these comments, 

Sincerely
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