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Alain Touwaide is Historian of Sciences in the Department of Botany, Smithsonian Institution, and 

Director of the Institute for the Preservation of Medical Traditions 
(medicaltraditions.org). His research deals with the history of botany, 
particularly medicinal plants, in the cultures that flourished around the 
Mediterranean Sea from Antiquity to the 17th century A.D., including 
Greece, Rome, Byzantium, the Middle Ages, the Arabic World, and the 
Renaissance. He holds a PhD in Classics from the University of 
Louvain. 

For more information contact acrislip@vcu.edu 
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