Safety Nets for Medicinal Plants - Questionnaire                
Linking more than 800 botanic gardens in 118 countries Botanic Gardens Conservation International (BGCI) (www.bgci.org) forms the world’s largest plant conservation network, with a mission to mobilise botanic gardens and engage partners in securing plant diversity for the well-being of people and the planet.  One of the specific aims of our 5 year plan (2007 – 2012) is to enhance the conservation of threatened medicinal and nutritious plants to address human well-being and livelihood issues as a contribution towards Targets 3 and 13 of the GSPC.

To this end, we have begun to identify the threatened plant species held in botanic gardens according to the BGCI PlantSearch database and we are working to improve the information held so that it can be used as a planning tool.  We have also identified several successful models of medicinal plant conservation work undertaken by botanic gardens.  They include:
· Working with communities to document and use indigenous knowledge

· Educating on the value and used of sustainably harvested medicinal plants

· Collecting and developing gene pools of wild stock plants

· Research to discover and investigate medicinal plant properties

· Using collections to support local initiatives in primary healthcare, particularly in developing countries

· Using collections to support screening programmes for pharmaceutical companies, in accordance with guidelines on access and benefit sharing, and to assay the value and safety of particular medicines
· Improving the agronomy of cultivated medicinal plants

· Cultivating medicinal plants, to tackle unsustainable harvest and improve ease of harvest

· Practice of horticultural therapy, using plants and gardening to treat mental and physical disorders

· Educating end consumers and supporting standard setting for medicinal plant production 

Now, in order to successfully match medicinal plant conservation needs with the capabilities of gardens we would greatly value your input.  This will help to define priorities for both in situ and ex situ conservation programmes and to facilitate best practice and priority activities for implementation.
1. Out of the thousands of threatened medicinal plant species, which, in your opinion, are outstanding priority species for conservation action over the next 5 years?
2. In your opinion, what are the immediate priorities for medicinal plants in relation to CITES?
3. In your opinion, what are the priority methodologies for medicinal plant conservation?  
4. How do you think botanic gardens can best complement the medicinal plant conservation being undertaken by other NGOs or agencies?
5. We want to help botanic gardens help medicinal plants.  Where do you think BGCI should focus our capacity building over the next 5 years?

There are a range of resources available on medicinal plants and conservation programmes but little specifically targeted at botanic gardens.  We want to maximise the potential for skill, best practice and knowledge sharing.  

Your input will help focus conservation efforts and feed into the production of a new report and action plan containing case studies and best practice to utilise the skills of botanic gardens in conserving threatened medicinal plant species.  
Optional contact details:

	Your name:


	

	Your institution:


	

	Email:


	

	Does your institution currently run any projects with medicinal plants?  Please give brief details:
	


Many thanks for sparing the time to help!  Please return any comments to Belinda Hawkins at BGCI at:

belinda.hawkins@bgci.org
BGCI

Descanso House

199 Kew Road

Richmond

Surrey

TW9 3BW

+44 (0)20 8332 5953
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