“Key Lessons” Learned / Some Things to Keep in Mind if Growing Ginseng

I. Have the mindset going in, that you will be poached & stolen from

II. Prepare yourself for when it happens (an ounce of prevention may be worth pounds of dried ginseng)

a. Know your herbs

i. Looks (season to season) the only way to know is to be in your plantings frequently.  Know, also, what companion plants look like as the seasons change.

ii. Location (Make a Map)

1. Best sites aren’t always your best sites

2. Those who will steal your herbs also know where the best growing sites are located.  Ginseng will grow on poorer sites. (West slopes, in briars, etc…)

b. Post your Property

i. Mark ALL of your boundaries

ii. Mark all of your planted areas (if they are in your woods, let them know you WILL prosecute if they are caught)

c. Develop contacts (for when the time comes that you are poached)

i. Game Officer for your county (ODNR) This is your first line of defense.  Let them know what you are doing, take them and show them.  Point out areas you feel may be vulnerable to theft.

ii. Sheriff

iii. Neighbors (At least one you can trust & who can keep an eye out for you)

iv. Root & Fur buyers in your area (so that when you do lose roots, you can have them keep an eye out for you)

v. County Extension Agent

d. Join organizations

i. Farm Bureau

ii. Growers Associations (RAGA Roots of Appalachia Growers Association)

iii. Woodland Owners Associations

iv. Get to know these people and glean from their experiences

e. Keep good records

i. Receipts for root and seed purchases

ii. Record where, how much and when things were planted

iii. Take Pictures of the planting process as well as the plants themselves

III. Have a plan of attack for when you are poached (Remember # I, You will be stolen form)

a. Who are you going to contact

b. Record losses, take pictures & be specific

IV. Protect yourself

a. Physically – Guns are a bad idea but may be necessary – use good judgment (Never point a gun or threaten to use a gun on anyone unless you are protecting your life.  It is OK to carry a gun, but not to threaten with it)

b. Mentally

i. Understand that the theft will have an effect on your mental attitude

V. ***Remember what is important in life!

1. Family

2. Friends

3. Wind in the trees (Life goes on, be thankful for what you have!)

1-800-POACHER TIP Line

