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June 9, 2004

Dear colleague:


Last year at the meeting of the Working Group for Herbs, Spices, and Medicinal Plants within the American Society for Horticultural Science, several members expressed interest in developing a professional society focused on medicinal and aromatic plants.  A Committee was thus appointed to study the need and feasibility of establishing such an organization.  As part of this effort, we were hoping that you would be willing to complete the attached questionnaire (page 2).  Your answers will help the Committee develop a recommendation for the Working Group.   


Do we need a new society focused on medicinal and aromatic plants?  From all appearances, the answer may be yes and may be no.  That is why we need your input.  A few advantages and disadvantages of a new society are listed below.  You may have additional reasons for supporting or not supporting a society.  We need to know those reasons.


Professionals working with MAPs in America have a number of membership opportunities in a number of societies, including  the Working Group in ASHS, the Phytochemical Society of North America, the American Society of Pharmacognosy, and the Society for Economic Botany.  In addition, several international societies, including the MAP Section in the International Society for Horticultural Science, the International Society for Ethnobotany, and the International Council on Medicinal and Aromatic Plants welcome membership.  Yet, you may not belong any of these organizations, feeling that they could not help you in your work with MAPs or that the expense of attending a large meeting (such as ASHS) to have a small meeting with colleagues is to high.  


Please respond (preferably today) with your comments by June 30, so that the results can be summarized in time for the upcoming ASHS meeting in Austin, TX.  Thank you.










Sincerely yours,










(signed)










Lyle E. Craker for the Committee

Do we need an MAP society?

	Some Advantages
	Some Disadvantages

	Brings together those with  interest in MAPs 
	Duplicates efforts of other societies

	Provides the opportunity for focused conferences
	Increases expenses by need to attend more conferences 

	Lowers cost of meetings (meet at universities, not hotels)
	Requires extra effort and time 

	Legitimizes MAP research and study area
	Reduces membership in other societies

	Eases communication 
	Reduces attendance at other society meetings


Please respond to questionnaire on page two.  Thank you.

Questionnaire

for

Researchers in Medicinal and Aromatic Plants


The formation of a professional medicinal and aromatic plant society for North America is being considered by the Working Group in the American Society for Horticultural Science.  Your answers to the following questions will help guide the Working Group on deciding whether to support the concept.  Pleases mark answers with an “X” and return as an Email attachment or by post.  We would most certainly appreciate your forwarding the questionnaire to colleagues for their input.  Thank you.

1. Some possible advantages of a new society were listed on the first page and included such issues as more focused meetings (only MAP topics), better communication, and reduced conference expenses.  Do you feel the need for the formation of a U.S.-based MAP society?


__ A. Yes

__ B. No

__ C. Perhaps 

2. A new society could focus on the horticulture of herbs or be more broadly based to include those in MAP chemistry, ethnobotany, natural product development, and social-economic issues.  Do you think a new society should be focused on:


__ A. Horticulture of MAP
__ B. Horticulture plus other subject areas related to MAP
__ C. Other _______

3. Forming a new professional society would require some dedicated, volunteer workers to see that the society functioned and served the membership.  Would you be willing to devote some time working on society activities?


__ A. Yes, I am very interested 
__ B. Yes, but I have lots of other work
__ C. Maybe, if I have time


__ D. No


__ E. Other ____________________________________

4. To be of value, a new professional society needs to serve the membership.  What services would be of most value to you?


__ A. Professional conferences
__ B. Professional contacts 
__ C. Job listings
__ D. Professional society journal


__ E. Web page

__ F. MAP information
__ G. Other _________________________________

5. Professional conferences are an opportunity for the membership in the society to learn, share information, and make contacts.  Do you think that a conference should be held:


__ A. Annually

__ B. Every two years
__ C. Never
__ D. Other __________________________

6. To operate effectively, a professional society needs some funds to support member activities.  Such funds, for example, will be needed to pay for maintenance of the membership list, postage, brochures to recruit members, filing appropriate non-profit forms, and other such items.  Thus, membership is the society would need to be based on dues.  Would you be willing to pay dues of:


__ A. $50.00

__ B. Other $_________

7. A new society needs a name that would reflect activities of the society.   One suggested name for the society is Medicinal & Aromatic Plant Society for North America (MAPSNA).  Do you have other suggestions?


__ A. MAPSNA seems good to me


__ B. My suggestion is ________________________________________________

8. Perhaps you have other ideas or issues that should be considered.  Please give comments here and on additional pages as necessary.  Thanks so much.

Return by June 30, preferable today.  Email craker@pssci.umass.edu

