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TO:
PRISM Members

FROM:
Chuck O’Neill


Coordinator, CCE Invasive Species Program

DATE:
15 September 2008

RE:
November Invasive Species In-service Education Opportunity

The Cornell Cooperative Extension Invasive Species Outreach Program is excited to announce an invasive species in-service education opportunity, “Education: The Lynch Pin in Invasive Species Prevention and Management Efforts”, which is being offered on November 11-13. The in-service is cosponsored by the:

· Cornell Cooperative Extension Invasive Species Outreach Program

· Invasive Species Research Institute

· NY Invasive Species Clearinghouse

· Cornell University Invasive Species Program Work Team 

As you know, invasive species are problematic for many sectors of life in New York: our ecosystems; our food supply; our built environments; even recreation and human health. All New Yorkers hold a stake in the prevention, detection, control and management of invasive species. This special in-service education opportunity is intended to provide Cornell Cooperative Extension educators and members of the State’s eight Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management with the tools they need to be leaders in the battle against invasive species.

Session One (Tuesday, noon to 5:00 p.m.) is intended as an overview of the invasive species problem (ecology of invasive species impacts, pathways of introduction, general impacts, high-profile species in NY, early detection/rapid response, and prevention, control, and management techniques). Outreach programming opportunities will be addressed using examples of existing Cornell Cooperative Extension County Association invasive species programs. Cornell University resources (faculty and research) and the Cornell Cooperative Extension Invasive Species Outreach Program will be discussed. This session can be attended as a stand-alone introduction to invasive species or can be taken as the required first part of the longer invasive species special track in-service that continues through noon on Thursday.

The Wednesday portion of this in-service will encompass detailed discussions of invasive species impacts on ecosystems, agriculture, horticulture, forestry resources, human and animal health, the economy and the general quality of life in NYS. Early detection/rapid response and prevention will be addressed in more detail than during the Tuesday session. Detailed case studies on impacts of invasive species on the Great Lakes, on the Hudson River Estuary, and on forest resources are planned. Policy responses to invasive species will be discussed, as will the three major Cornell statewide components of the NYS response to invasive species: the Cornell Cooperative Extension Invasive Species Outreach Program, the Invasive Species Research Institute, and the NY Invasive Species Clearinghouse. Other Cornell resources will also be presented in detail.

The Thursday morning portion of the in-service will be devoted in detail to CCE invasive species programming, both the new statewide outreach program, as well as examples of existing County Association invasive species education efforts. Discussions will include opportunities for youth, natural resources/environment, agriculture, and horticulture programming. The track will conclude with discussion of how Cornell Cooperative Extension can move forward with invasive species outreach programming, particularly opportunities for County Association involvement in the CCE Invasive Species Outreach Program and PRISMs, and invasive species program resources County Association educators will need to plan and deliver invasive species programs. Although the Thursday morning session is focused mostly on how Cornell Cooperative Extension can contribute to future invasive species prevention, detection, control and management, and policymaking, PRISM members are welcome to participate and should be able to benefit from the session. 

The in-service is being Tuesday noon, November 11th, through Thursday noon, November 13th, concurrent with the Agriculture In-service. The in-service venue and lodging will be at the Ithaca Ramada Inn.

We encourage PRISM members to considered registering for this important in-service education opportunity and look forward to working with you as Cornell Cooperative Extension moves forward with invasive species education in New York.

If you are interested in attending this invasive species in-service education opportunity, please contact me for registration information. A detailed agenda will be available in the very near future.

Invasive Species Program


Chuck O’Neill


Sr. Extension Associate


585.395.5190


cro4@cornell.edu
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