First Announcement  

Workshop on Biological Control of Mile-A-Minute Weed (Persicaria perfoliata (L.) H. Gross)
To: Invasive plant specialists, weed biological control specialists, and anyone interested in mile-a-minute weed management  

From: Richard Reardon and Yun Wu, USDA Forest Service-Forest Health Technology

Enterprise Team (FHTET); Michelle Frank, USDA Forest Service-Northeastern Area, S&PF – FHP; and Judy Hough-Goldstein, University of Delaware
Background:

The Forest Service-FHP/FHTET biological control of mile-a-minute weed program started with Chinese cooperators in 1996, and natural enemies have been identified and collected; host range studies for promising species conducted by Chinese cooperators and at the University of Delaware; weevil was approved for release and reared by the New Jersey Department of Agriculture; weevils were released into sites in Delaware, New Jersey, West Virginia, Pennsylvania and Maryland; weevils have established in nearly all release sites and post release monitoring is on-going. 

We are planning a workshop that focuses on updating information on biological control of mile-a-minute weed. 
Workshop objectives: 
To provide the updated information on biological control of mile-a-minute weed and begin planning for a regional IPM program for mile-a-minute weed. 
Location, Date, and time: 
The workshop will be held on August 25, 2008 at Longwood Gardens located on US Route 1, about 3 miles northeast of Kennett Square, Pennsylvania. Miles to Longwood: 

Philadelphia, PA - 30
Baltimore, MD - 72
Washington, DC - 110
New York, NY - 130

The workshop starts at 10:00 am in the Lower Level Terrace room (can hold 120 people). If anyone arrives before 10:00 am you can tour the Garden, which opens at 9:00 am. 
The address, map, and directions are as follows: 
Longwood Gardens 

1001 Longwood Road, 
Kennett Square, PA 19348
Telephone for information: 610-388-1000
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/TheGardens_1_3_2.html
Directions and map: 
http://www.longwoodgardens.org/Directions_1_2_4.html
Co-sponsor/organizer:

The workshop will be co-sponsored/organized by the USDA Forest Service- Forest Health Protection, -Forest Health Technology Enterprise Team, and the University of Delaware. 
Registration: 
You must register to attend this workshop. Registration is free and includes entry into Longwood Gardens, box lunch and transportation to and from field sites. Please fill out and return the following registration form to Yun Wu at ywu@fs.fed.us by August 15, 2008.  

	Registration

 for Workshop – Biological Control of Mile-A-Minute Weed (Persicaria perfoliata)

	First/Last name

(Name on name tag)

	Organization & address
	Email
	Phone number
	Box lunch choices *

	
	
	
	
	1. Turkey
2. Beef

3. Vegetable


Choice of: 1. Smoked turkey, jack cheese, lettuce, and tomato on Ciabatta; 2. Roast beef, cheddar, lettuce and tomato on Foccacia; 3. Roasted vegetable wrap with tortilla strips, roasted corn, black beans. All choices include packaged cookies, apple, chips and bottled water 

Program:

10:00 am-11:45 am: Presentations (Lower Level Terrace room) 
10:00-10:20 am  Welcome 

-Casey Sclar, IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens (Welcome to Longwood)

-NA representative, USDA Forest Service;



-Richard Reardon, USDA Forest Service-FHTET (Introduction to the workshop)

10:20-10:50 am: History of the program: mile-a-minute weed introduction, spread, 



and biological control (Judy Hough-Goldstein)

10:50-11:10 am: Release of mass-reared Rhinoncomimus latipes in New Jersey (Mark 



Mayer)

11:10-11:40 am: Expanding the axis of weevil: dispersal, population growth, and 



impact 
of R. latipes in the field (Ellen Lake)

11:40- 11:45 am: Q&A
11:45 am-12:30 pm: Lunch and tour the garden (box lunch and water are provided) 
12:30 pm-3:30pm: Field trip 
Vans/Buses to 
(1) A new release site at Longwood Gardens (weevils were released on July 3, 2008); 
(2) Research plots, developing weevil nurseries and restoration plantings; and 

(3) An established release site at the Laurels (weevils released in June, 2005). 
We return by 3 or 3:30, those who want to can then tour Longwood for as long as they wish.
Special exhibit at Longwood: Nature’s Castles: Three large-scale treehouses created by the country’s best designers take center stage in picturesque settings around the Gardens.
Please see the website for more information about the gardens: http://www.longwoodgardens.org/ExploreLongwood_1_3_2_4.html
Hotel near Longwood Gardens:

There is a Hilton Garden Inn (Phone: 610-444-9100) about half mile from the garden. 
