Database Summit

Program and Staff Biographies

Florida Invasive Plants GeoDatabase
The Florida Invasive Plants GeoDatabase was created to provide a developing statewide view of current invasive exotic plant occurrences in public conservation lands and to establish an inventory and monitoring tool for policy making in natural resource management.
The Florida Invasive Plants (FLInv) shapefile is derived from a geodatabase of point locations for invasive, exotic plant species on public conservation lands in Florida.  The exotic species therein are those listed by the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council as being invasive species (see "EPPC" attribute and metadata in FLInv).  State (Florida Dept of Agriculture and Consumer Services) and federal (United States Dept of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service) rankings are also listed for the EPPC-listed species.  Each point identifies at a minimum the species, density, acreage, reference, and eradication efforts taking place at that location.

Stephen Hodges, Research Associate. Florida Resources and Environmental Analysis Center (FREAC), Florida State University 

1984-present: Manager of the geographic information systems computer lab consisting of a full suite of products from both Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI), and ERDAS’s imaging system. The lab consists of a staff of programmers and both undergraduate and graduate students from a variety of departments.  

Stephen has also been the manager of the Land Boundary Information System (LABINS) since 1984.  This system has 11 databases that manage survey control, mean high water and various map and imagery products. Some of FREAC’s additional projects that involve databases include:

· Spatial Data Clearinghouse (underdevelopment)

· Florida Public Lands Inventory (PLI)

· US public libraries

· FSU Homeland security application

· Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)

· Various demographic applications

· SWFWMD County Parcel databases

New York State Invasive Species Database (ISDB)
The future NYS Invasive Species Database is being developed by the New York Invasive Species Taskforce which was established in 2004.  The members of the Taskforce represent many different groups including government agencies, trade organizations and environmental organizations.  The ISTF has outlined a comprehensive approach to managing invasive species state-wide which includes the establishment of Partnerships for Regional Invasive Species Management (PRISM), establishing an Invasive Species Coordination Office, issuing an invasive species Executive Order and developing a state-wide invasive species database.  The ISTF work will be funded through the Environmental Protection Fund.  The ISTF is working to set-up the ISDB within the NY Natural Heritage Program.  The primary use of the database will be to support land managers and others around the state working on preventing and managing invasive species.

The future NYS Invasive Species Database will be for ALL TAXA.  It will include all the fields of WIMS and some additional fields.  It will be accessible on-line and data will be available in “levels” (one level for the public, another level available with a password).
Meg Wilkinson

Meg Wilkinson has a background in environmental studies and GIS.  She is the Program Coordinator for the Invasive Plant Council of NY State.  IPC works to raise awareness of invasive plant issues and to support Land Managers across the state involved with weed management.  Ms. Wilkinson is also a member of the New York Invasive Species Task force Steering Committee.  Ms. Wilkinson’s previous positions include Information Manager for the Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program, GIS/Planner for the Lancaster County Planning Department in Pennsylvania and GIS Analyst at Research Triangle Institute in North Carolina.  

DJ Evans Director, New York Natural Heritage Program
Albany, NY  Ph. (518) 402-8948 dxevans@gw.dec.state.ny.us 
www.nynhp.org

Saint Johns River Water Management District
Gary Nichols
WEEDAR (WEEd Data And Reporting)
The Vegetation Management Division at the South Florida Water Management District (District) has developed the WEEDAR database which has the capability of reporting on both District and contractor activities.  WEEDAR is an oracle based application written in Oracle forms and reports, with an input screen with multiple tabs and around 14 reports.  The WEEDAR system is linked to the Systems Application Products (SAP) computer program and all vegetation management activities are entered in WEEDAR.  WEEDAR can generate both input and output records.  Input records include the Supervisor’s Daily Job Report (SDJR) form and output records include several specific activity reports, each based on different parameters.

The application was written so any authorized user within the District can access the system and read what others are doing for exotic plant eradication but the application does not allow anyone, other than the originator, to modify that information.  Only the System Administrator can modify and or delete any records.

It is currently located in the SFWMD Oracle application server but is not currently accessible by other agencies that need to contribute information on their efforts to eradicate exotic plants from the south Florida area.  

François B. Laroche, Sr. Supervising Environmental Scientist

Vegetation Management Division, South Florida Water Management District

Ellen Donlan, Staff Environment Scientist

Vegetation Management Division, South Florida Water Management District

Jon Lane, US Army Corps of Engineers...not currently working with databases.

Jon’s experience comes from working on the USACOE Aquatics Program.  It has 100% Federal funding and has been operating since 1899 to keep federal waterways open. It’s geographic scope includes St. Johns River, Lake Okeechobee, St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers (Okeechobee Waterway). Ocklawaha River and Kissimmee are also part of the program but not currently funded.
Tony Pernas

IABIN Invasives Information Network (I3N)

Inter American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN) (ya-bin) is a forum to foster technical collaboration and coordination among countries of the Americas in collection, sharing, and use of biodiversity information relevant to decision-making on natural resources management and conservation, and education to promote sustainable development in the region. 

The IABIN Invasives Information Network (I3N) was initiated by the National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII) of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) in 2002 as a series of pilot projects sponsored by IABIN. Funded by the U.S. State Department and USGS, the I3N develops tools for the collection and exchange of IAS information in the Americas. The purpose of the tools that have been developed is to share invasive species information in a standardized format across borders and language barriers.  I3N involves teams of 1-20+ people from 14 member countries (Argentina, Bahamas, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, México, Paraguay, USA, Uruguay).

I3N is a Microsoft Access based database template is freely available to use for collecting information on invasive species taxonomy and description, introduction pathways, characteristics, impacts, control methods, occurrences, contacts, projects, and references. The database also allows users to export their data in Extensible Markup Language (XML) report files and is available in Spanish, Portuguese, and English.

National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII),

Invasive Species Information Node (ISIN)

The National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII), Invasive Species Information Node (ISIN) is an information portal to diverse invasive species information.  NBII has been around since 1996; ISIN has been around since 2001. NBII consists of two main players (Annie Simpson and Liz Sellers), plus two part-time Database developers.  NBII ISIN does not run on any software/program.
Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN)

The Global Invasive Species Information Network (GISIN) promotes standards and cooperation for online invasive species database cross search functionality.  Been around: since April 2004 and involves 165 members, 11 of which are on a steering team.  GISN does not run on any software/program.
Taxonomic Databases Working Group, Invasive Species Interest Group(ISIG)

Invasive Species Interest Group of the Taxonomic Databases Working Group (ISIG) is 7 months old, and has ~25 members.  Its primary purpose is to discuss the nuts and bolts of sharing invasive species information via the GISIN. See http://wiki.tdwg.org/InvasiveSpecies for Wiki discussion. The idea is to translate from as many programs/software/operating systems as possible in order to provide a way to cross search as much invasive species information as is feasible.

Annie Simpson, USGS
National Biological Information Infrastructure (NBII)

Invasive Species Theme Coordinator

Invasive Species Information Node (ISIN) Manager http://invasivespecies.nbii.gov 
NBII Invasives Species Information Node (ISIN) Coordinator http://www.nbii.gov 

Annie has an M.A. in Entomology and an M.S. in Library and Information Science. She came to the NBII in May 2000 after living in Costa Rica for 20 years, where I worked in natural history tourism and as a liaison for field biologists to facilitate government export permits. Annie’s bilingual abilities have been helpful in her role as the United States lead in the Invasives Information Network (I3N) project of the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN), as the chairperson of the Global Invasive Species Information Network Steering Committee, and as Convener of the Invasive Species Interest Group of the Taxonomic Databases Working Group. Annie has been working with databases, but mostly indirectly, since 1985. She also coordinates the invasive species efforts of the NBII regional and thematic working groups. Annie has experience in Web development, project management, and tropical field ecology. Other active partnerships related to database development with which she has projects in progress include the National Institute of Invasive Species Science, the Invasive Species Specialist Group, and the Global Biodiversity Information Facility.

WIMS (Weed Information Management System)
The Nature Conservancy’s Weed Information Management System (WIMS) is a Microsoft Access-based relational database application that is designed to assist natural resource managers in managing their weed data. WIMS can keep track of weed occurrences, assessments, and any management treatments applied to those weed infestations. Once data have been entered into the database, data can be easily exchanged between multiple users, exported in NAWMA standards, shapefiles can be automatically produced for use in any standard GIS application program, and a variety of reports can be instantly generated. Additionally, WIMS can be used on a Pocket PC with an attached GPS unit to facilitate weed mapping and data capture in the field. This enables the site manager to export data from the Access database onto a handheld unit, bring those data into the field, see imagery directly on the screen, map and collect field data, then immediately upload those new data into the Access database.  
Mandy Tu, 

Mandy Tu is the Invasive Species Ecologist for The Nature Conservancy’s Global Invasive Species Initiative.  Mandy has been involved with WIMS since 2001, but stresses that she not a database programmer, data manager, or GIS specialist.  Mandy’s specialty is as a weed management advisor for TNC, so she is always concerned with and making sure that WIMS remains a user-friendly and useful product for field-based staff. 

Barry Lavine, Independent Contractor
blavine@usa.net

Since writing his first computer program in 1970, Barry Lavine has worked with numerous platforms and development tools, producing systems for Government, Insurance, Tele-Communications, non-Profits, and Natural Resource organizations.  Since 2001, he has been an Independent Consultant, focusing on developing databases related to Invasives and Rangeland Monitoring.  He lives in Portland, Oregon, and doesn't mind the rain at all. 

Mike Atchison

Mike has worked for TNC as the western Idaho Field Representative for two years. He works with BLM, Forest Service, State lands, Fish and Game agencies, and numerous private land holders across state, county, and federal boundaries.  Mike has been working with databases on and off for about 4 years and mainly uses WIMS with his crews to record treatments in the field, enabling them to track trends from year to year.  Mike also provides assistance to county and state agencies who have adopted the WIMS system.

GeoWeed
GeoWeed is under development by Sonoma Ecology Center with contributions from the UC Davis Information Center for the Environment and the National Parks Conservancy and National Parks Service, and we work consistently with Barry Lavine (developer of WIMS). GeoWeeds primary users are the partners of Team Arundo del Norte, and now the Parks Service's invasive plant monitoring program in this region. GeoWeed is undergoing a major upgrade over the next month or two. 

Other Attendees

Kathy Freeman, The Nature Conservancy, 

Kathy Freeman is a GIS Technician at the Florida Chapter Office of The Nature Conservancy.  She is working on the implementation of a multi-user geodatabase for the Florida Chapter.
Alison Higgins

Alison is the Land Conservation Program Manager for The Nature Conservancy in the Florida Keys, where she has been killing trees for the last 9 years.  Alison is also the chair of the 11 year old Florida Keys Invasive Exotics Task Force, an interagency, multipartnership that works together on invasives removal, restorations, citizen and nursery outreach, as well as policy issues revolving around all taxa of invasives.  She was recently recognized by the southeast region of the USFWS Partners for Wildlife for her work on addressing invasive species on private lands.  The coordination of this Database Summit with statewide implications grew out of her desire to create a server-based, multipartner invasives mapping option for all partners in the Keys Task Force to track their management activities.
Kristina Serbesoff-King

Lev Babich

Lev worked as a computer tech for the University of Oregon and the University of Hawaii.

Lev is currently one of five Nature Conservancy Exotics Strike Team members working on public and private lands in the Florida Keys.  He is Alison’s crutch on database issues.

