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Conservation Grazing Workshop
Saturday, August 12, 2006, 9:00 AM – 1:30 PM
Patriot’s Park Lodge, 124 Lake Street
Coventry, CT 06238 (by Coventry Lake)
 
The workshop is free and open to the public.  All who are interested in invasive plant control but want to minimize the use of chemicals, or have not had success using other control methods, are invited to attend.  The workshop will include presentations on the use of sheep, Exmoor ponies, and goats that graze invasive plants as a means of control, including multiflora rose, bittersweet, barberry, and buckthorn. An introductory talk on invasive plants and their alternatives will also be presented.  Conservation grazing for control of invasive plants is a relatively new topic with growing interest from people who want to control these invaders.  The farmer/lecturers at this workshop are not academic experts and will be speaking about conservation grazing from their own experience.
PROGRAM
9:00 


Registration

9:10 – 9:15

Welcome
Jasmine Wolf  Workshop Coordinator, Coventry, CT
9:15 – 10:00

Invasive Plants and Their Alternatives – Concerns and Solutions
Donna Ellis  Co-chair, Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group, Storrs, CT
10:00 – 10:40

Using Sheep for Invasive Plant Control

Bill Fosher  Owner, Edgefield Sheep Farm, NH
10:40 – 10:55

Break

10:55 – 11:35 

Conservation Grazing with Exmoor Ponies
Lisa Wojan, DVM and Agent, Exmoor Ponies of America and Jed Struckus, Ph.D.  Owner, Exmoor Ponies of America, Cornwall, CT
11:35 – 11:55

Rotational Grazing



Reva Seybolt  Grass Farmer, Woodstock, CT 
11:55 – 12:30

Goats as Grazing Animals for Invasive Plant Management

Sarah Pappenheimer and Arthur Steele, Brown Farm, Scotland, CT
12:30 – 1:30

Lunch

Demonstration areas for some of the animals will be available in the afternoon at local farms.
 
Morning refreshments will be provided.  Lunch, which will be catered, can be ordered at a later date.  Information on ordering lunch, as soon as it becomes available, will be posted on the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group website at www.hort.uconn.edu/cipwg
 
Directions to Patriot’s Park Lodge: From Hartford, CT, take I-84 East to I-384.  As I-384 ends, bear left onto State Rt. 44 East.  Continue to State Route 31 South to Lake Street/State Route 275.  Turn right onto Lake Street.  Patriot’s Park is 0.3 miles up Lake Street on the right. 
 
The program and directions are posted on the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group website at www.hort.uconn.edu/cipwg  For more information, contact Jasmine Wolf (phone 860-742-5253; email jbirdsings@charter.net – include ‘Conservation Grazing Workshop’ in subject line) or Donna Ellis (phone 860-486-6448; email donna.ellis@uconn.edu).
Co-sponsored by the Coventry Conservation Commission, Coventry Open Space Task Force, Coventry Land Use Office, Coverts Project, Joshua’s Trust, Tolland Land Use Office, and the Connecticut Invasive Plant Working Group.
