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Sponsored by:
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 Purpose

Invasive species are wreaking havoc as they displace natives and compromise the biodiversity of our state, country, and planet.  Increased travel and expansion in global trade are the main culprits in the rapidly escalating rate of invasion, with costs being high.  In the U.S. alone, the price tag of battling this menace while protecting our native habitats and croplands is estimated at 137 billion dollars each year.  The potential damage to timber resources, to the recreational and aesthetic values of terrestrial and aquatic landscapes, and to human health challenges the abilities of land managers and private landowners to provide natural resource stewardship for public and private lands. “Containing Invasives: Closing Pandora’s Box” will address this issue through an array of sessions offering practical information, useful to both field personnel and invasive control program planners.

Arrival 

8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

Cumberland Union Building

Check-in and receive conference materials.  A continental breakfast will be available.

In addition, an exhibit area will be open in the Cumberland Union Building from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

(Note: Registration will be closed from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. - except for general information)

Opening Speaker

9:30 a.m. to 10:45 a.m.

“Why does it matter who you are and where you came from?

   A story of invasive plants and their native relativEs” 

Bernd Blossey

Director of the Ecology and Management of Invasive Plants Program, Cornell University 
Many introduced plants are close relatives of native North American species but these species still possess a chemical composition that is distinctly different from their North American counterparts.  Often, the introduced species outperform and out-compete their native relatives, becoming invasive. The ecological or evolutionary reasons for the competitive advantage of introduced species include lack of natural enemies, the evolution of increased competitive ability and novel weapons hypotheses. This talk will explore the evolutionary and ecological reasons for such differences, and how they affect aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems.  

Dr. Bernd Blossey directs the Ecology and Management of Invasive Plants Program at Cornell University, where he is an Associate Professor in the Department of Natural Resources. He and his team now study impacts of invasive plants on a wide range of native organisms. Bernd also continues to develop and implement biological weed control programs. Among his target plants are purple loosestrife, garlic mustard, phragmites, Japanese knotweed and water chestnut. 

A.M. Sessions And Session Speakers
Session 1   (11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon)

	
	A.
	DCNR INVASIVE SPECIES ACTION PLAN

Patricia Pingel, Conservation Program Manager, Office of Conservation Science,

PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources 


	
	B.


	HERBICIDE USE PRIMER:  USING HERBICIDES TO MANAGE INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES IN NATURAL AREAS

Art Gover, Research Support Associate, Department of Horticulture, Penn State University



	
	C.


	INVASIVE AQUATIC PLANTS
Timothy A. Block, Director of Botany, Morris Arboretum, University of Pennsylvania

Ann Rhoads, Senior Botanist, Morris Arboretum, University of Pennsylvania



	
	D.


	ON-THE-GROUND MANAGEMENT:  TECHNIQUES, TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT

Steven Manning, President, Invasive Species Control, Inc.


	
	E.


	SPURRING AND ORGANIZING CITIZEN ACTION TO CURTAIL INVASIVES

Kristin Sewak, Director of Natural Biodiversity, Westsylvania Heritage Corporation



Lunch

11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Reisner Dining Hall

Post-Luncheon Speaker

1:15 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

“EARLY DETECTION AND RAPID RESPONSE – A NEW BIOLOGICAL   

  PROTECTION ETHIC”

Randy Westbrooks

National Invasive Plant Coordinator, United States Geological Survey

The Early Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) system offers a first line of defense against the establishment and spread of new invasive plants.  As such systems are being developed, a coordinated framework of local, state, regional and national partner groups must be organized to achieve this goal. In addition to strategies contained within EDRR, Dr. Westbrooks is an advocate of public outreach, increasing citizen awareness of the harmful impacts of invasive species, with the intent of using public concern to drive regulations.   This talk will highlight the importance of setting priorities, strategic planning, more effective prevention methods, partnerships and effective cooperation efforts.  
In 2000, Randy Westbrooks was selected as the USGS National Invasive Plant Coordinator.  He is the author of numerous publications, including the FICMNEW Weed Fact Book, and is now leading a national effort to develop and field test the FICMNEW National Early Detection and Rapid Response System for Invasive Plants, which he has been instrumental in developing.  Over the past decade, Randy has become a familiar figure in the Mid-Atlantic Region, having helped to establish the Delaware Invasive Species Council, the Pennsylvania Noxious Weed Task Force and the West Virginia Invasive Species Working Group.

P.M. Sessions And Session Speakers

Session 2   (2:15 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.)

	
	F.


	BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF MILE-A-MINUTE WEED

Judith Hough-Goldstein, Professor, Department of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology, 

University of Delaware



	
	G.


	EARLY DETECTION RAPID RESPONSE:  A PILOT STUDY TARGETING EXOTIC BARK BEETLES (COLEOPTERA:  SCOLYTINAE)

Shahla M. Werner, Forest Entomologist, Division of Forest Pest Management,

Bureau of Forestry, PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources



	
	H.


	INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT MANAGEMENT TUTORIAL FOR NATURAL LANDS MANAGERS

Lisa Smith, Consulting Ecologist



	
	I.


	PLANT PATHOGENS:  POTENTIALLY EFFECTIVE AND SAFE AGENTS FOR CLASSICAL BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF INVASIVE WEEDS

Dana K. Berner, Research Plant Pathologist, Foreign Disease – Weed Science

Research Unit, Agricultural Research Service, USDA 




Session 3   (3:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.)

	
	J.


	THE ECONOMICS OF PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF INVASIVE SPECIES

Brooks Kaiser, Assistant Professor, Economics Department, Gettysburg College



	
	K.


	MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT OF INVASIVE INSECTS AFFECTING HEMLOCK HEALTH:  ELONGATE HEMLOCK SCALE AND HEMLOCK WOOLY ADELGID

Shahla M. Werner, Forest Entomologist, Division of Forest Pest Management, 

Bureau of Forestry, PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources



	
	L.


	PENNSYLVANIA STATE PARKS:  A DIVERSIFIED APPROACH TO INVASIVES CONTROL 

Rachel Wagoner, Park Manager, Resources Management Section, Bureau of State Parks, 

PA Department of Conservation & Natural Resources



	
	M.


	COLORING OUTSIDE OF THE LINES: USING NATIVE PLANT ALTERNATIVES TO CREATE BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPES

Britt Slattery, Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Chesapeake Bay Field Office

 


Additional support for this conference has been provided by the

Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society
Directions to Shippensburg University
If your point of departure is ....

East of Shippensburg

Use PA Turnpike Exit 226 (Carlisle), follow signs to I-81 South, take Exit 29 (I-81), and follow signs to Shippensburg University campus.

West of Shippensburg
Use PA Turnpike Exit 201 (Blue Mountain), take Route 696 toward Shippensburg and follow signs to Shippensburg University campus.

North of Shippensburg

Use I-81 South, take Exit 29 (I-81), and upon entering Shippensburg follow signs to Shippensburg University campus.

South of Shippensburg

Use I-81 North, take Exit 24 (I-81) and follow signs to Shippensburg University campus.

For information call (717) 486-3799

or visit our website at

http://www.visitPAparks.com/parks/kingsgap.aspx
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Edward G. Rendell, Governor

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Michael DiBerardinis, Secretary

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

Bureau of State Parks 

For more information on DCNR visit www.visitPAparks.com 

or visit DCNR through the Pennsylvania homepage at www.state.pa.us






