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Objectives Overview

As representatives of Eastern states, we would like to coordinate our efforts at NIWAW 2006 and lobby funding as a unified group for controlling Eastern aquatic and terrestrial invasive plants. During today’s meeting we established the following goals:

· Build a coalition of Eastern representatives to lobby at NIWAW and seek Congressional Sponsors for invasive weed control program funding in the East

· Establish key messaging to convey a unified legislative goal for Eastern constituents

· Back the NIWAW positions by asking for appropriations to be made to the Noxious Weed Eradication and Control Act (NWECA)

· Develop strategic leave-behind materials to accompany our visits to key Senators, Members of Congress and Congressional Staff members

Next Steps

Before our next meeting on February 3, 2006, we will do the following: 

· Clarify our purpose and messages

· Develop a list of key Senate and Congressional offices to visit, including individual State delegations and committee membership

· Recruit support from key invasive plant management organizations in the East.

· Develop one-page document that outlines our legislative goals and: 

· Focuses on terrestrial and aquatic invasive plants

· Identifies key species: Phragmites, hydrilla, Eurasian water-milfoil, kudzu, old world climbing fern, Japanese stiltgrass, cogongrass, Chinese privet and Japanese knotweed.

· Proposes legislation that includes funds for early detection, rapid response, assessment, research, control and monitoring

· Targets invasive weed control in natural areas

· Propose funding for affected constituents including private landowners, NGOs, Cooperative Weed Management Areas (CWMA), municipalities, counties and state and federal agencies

· Asks Congressional sponsors to create new legislation to address Eastern Invasive plant problems.


· Develop one-page information sheet for each key plant species including:

· Origin of infestation

· Rate of spread

· Examples of impacts to infested areas, i.e.: ecological, economic, social

· Example of successful control programs

· Before and after control photos

· Develop one-page information sheet specific to the state the Senator or Member of Congress represents with above bullet points.

· Develop coalition name

Assignments

Before our next meeting the following people will complete the assigned tasks:

Jim Bean (Central contact):

Work with PSB to develop a one-page overarching position paper

Develop list of key Congressional Staff to visit

Joe Neal:

Draft Japanese knotweed one-page fact sheet

John Taylor:

Draft cogongrass, Chinese privet and kudzu one-page fact sheets

Karen Brown:

Draft old world climbing fern and hydrilla one-page fact sheets

Malcolm Boswell:

Draft Japanese stiltgrass and phragmites one-page fact sheets

Kurt Zellers:

Draft Eurasian water-milfoil one-page fact sheet

Work with Jim Bean to develop one-page overarching position paper

Next Meeting

The next conference call will be held on Friday, February 3, 2006 at 10:00 am EST. To register for the online meeting, visit www.vmanswers.com. Click “Online Seminars - View Schedule.” 

Potential Supporters

The Nature Conservancy

State EPPC’s

Southeast EPPC

Mid-South Invasive Species Alliance

Midwest Invasive Plant Network

Mid-Atlantic EPPC

Invasive Plant Atlas of New England

Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force

Aquatic Plant Management Society

National Association of State Foresters

Southeast Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies

Forest Landowners Association

American Forest Foundation

National Invasive Species Council

Universities

