Call for Papers

Do you have interesting research pertaining to invasive species and their impacts on Great Plain’s resources?  

Do you have noxious weed problems and are concerned with the economic impacts they have?

Are you a land manager that struggles with invasive species management and its effects on native ecosystems?

The North Dakota Department of Agriculture, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, ND Game and Fish Department, ND Parks and Recreation Department, ND Chapter of The Wildlife Society, ND Weed Control Association, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, and U.S. Forest Service are pleased to announce a call for papers for an invasive species workshop to be held in Bismarck, ND, April 5-7, 2005.  
The concurrent session workshop will focus on both noxious weeds and other invasive species which have ecological impacts on native habitat.  An "invasive species" is defined as a species that is 1) non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem under consideration and 2) whose introduction causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. (Executive Order 13112).  The workshop is designed to promote management and conservation of habitat while focusing on the control of noxious weeds and invasive species.  
What?  The program committee encourages presentations on all topics related to noxious and invasive species.  The two concurrent sessions will focus on noxious weeds and invasive species, respectively.  General topics for the sessions will include, but are not limited to, definition of the problem, ecological impacts, economic impacts, management, and control measures.  The table below identifies, more specifically, topics which are of interest.  

	Noxious Weeds
	Invasive Species

	Collaborative management efforts
	Smooth brome ecology

	Control/management techniques
	Kentucky bluegrass ecology

	- Fire effects
	Management including reclamation

	- Biological control
	Current research

	- Cultural control
	Control efforts

	- Mechanical control
	Ecological impacts

	Species specific ecology/information
	Woody species concerns

	Aquatic species of concern
	Aquatic species

	Economic impacts
	Effect on N. Gt. Plains Fauna

	Horticultural industry concerns
	

	Policy
	


Who?  Researchers, land managers, students, and others with interest in, or experience with noxious weed management and/or invasive species should send in abstracts.  Presenters will be given twenty minutes for their talk, with a ten minute question and answer period.  

When?  The workshop is scheduled for April 5-7, 2005.

Where?  The workshop is will be held in Bismarck, ND at the Best Western Ramkota Hotel (800 South 3rd St., 701-258-7700).
How?  Please provide a title, abstract, author’s name, contact information (be sure to provide email address), and media required for presenting (i.e., Power Point, slides, overhead projector) by October 31, 2004.  You will receive notification of abstract receipt via email.  Notice of acceptance will be sent by December 31, 2004 via email.  
Abstract guidelines.  Your abstract should briefly summarize the contents of your presentation.  It should present your methods, results, discussion, and implications and written in a manner that would encourage participation for the presentation.  Abstracts must be error free, 12-point font (Arial or similar), single spaced, and contain no more than 300 words.  Please bold the title in UPPER CASE, and if there are multiple presenters, please place an asterisk (*) by the presenter.  Skip one line and begin the body of the abstract.  Italicize all scientific names, if used.  Abstracts should be saved in Microsoft Word format (97 or more recent).  
Submit your electronic abstract and other information to lostwood@fws.gov.  
If email submission is not possible, we will accept abstracts on a floppy disk (IBM formatted) or CD.  Mail the disk to Will Meeks, Lostwood National Wildlife Refuge, 8315 Highway 8, Kenmare, ND 58746.  

Workshop Proceedings.  The workshop will also prepare abstract proceedings of the presentations.  Those accepted to present will receive further instruction on submission with their acceptance information.  
For more information, contact Will Meeks (Workshop committee, chair) at 701-848-2722, ext 27 or send inquiries to lostwood@fws.gov.  
