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National Invasive Species Council

Weekly Notice, November 20, 2003 – December 4, 2003 

________________________________________________________________________________


The Weekly Report is prepared by the National Invasive Species Council (NISC) staff to highlight current, upcoming and prior events.  Council staff can be reached at (202) 513-7243 and via fax at (202) 371-1751.  Mary Josiah will answer the main line; however, during periods when she is away from her desk, the main number will transfer automatically to the direct-line prompts for Council Staff and Council Liaisons.  When away from their desks, Council staff members can be reached by contacting Chris Dionigi at his cell phone number, (703) 447-4726.  Please note that Richard Orr will be on leave from December 8 – 16, 2003.  

Up-coming Events 

Early Detection and Rapid Response Workshop: December 10 – 11, 2003, the Gulf of Mexico Panel of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force will hold a workshop in Tampa, FL, concerning the development of regional early detections and rapid response (ED&RR) plans for aquatic species. Council staff members will attend. Please see National Invasive Species Management Plan Action Item number 23 concerning the development of coordinated ED&RR programs (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Habitat Restoration Techniques Workshop: December 9 – 12, 2003, the Habitat Restoration Techniques Workshop (ECS 3147) will be held in Shepherdstown, WV.   The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is seeking papers from experts who have worked on, or is working on any kind of restoration /post-invasive species infestation projects.  Please contact Sonja Jahrsdoerfer of FWS at (304) 876-7447 or Mary Kimble of FWS at (304) 876-7449.  Council staff members do not plan to attend (Contact Chris Dionigi or Gordon Brown).



National Invasive Species Council Holiday Celebration:  December 18, 2003, the National Invasive Species Council will hold a Holiday Celebration from 2:00 – 5:00 pm.  Please RSVP to Mary Josiah at Mary_Josiah@ios.doi.gov no later than December 12, 2003 (Contact Mary Josiah).

Upcoming Principals Meeting:  December 19, 2003, from 2:00 – 3:30 pm, the next Council Principals meeting will be held in Room 228-W at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Whitten Building on 14th and Independence Avenue, N.W.  Topics to be discussed are as follows:

· ISAC Nomination and Selection Process
· Revision of Invasive Species Management Plan
· FY 2006 Crosscut Budget


Council staff members plan to attend (Contact Lori Williams or Kelsey Brantley).

Request for Nominations for the Invasive Species Advisory Committee: December 31, 2003, is the deadline to receive nominations for new members for the Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC).  A notice was published in the Federal Register on November 18, 2003, announcing that the U.S. Department of the Interior, on behalf of the National Invasive Species Council, is seeking to appoint new members to ISAC.  In this appointment process, the Secretary of the Interior is acting as the administrative lead in requesting qualified persons to serve as members of ISAC.  Nominations should be sent to Lori Williams.  Please see http://frwebgate2.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=552604429293+0+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve for more information. Members of ISAC are non-federal advisors to the National Invasive Species Council, and ISAC is chartered under the Federal Advisory Committee Act (Contact Lori Williams or Kelsey Brantley).


Mississippi River Basin Panel (MRBP) Meeting: January 7 – 9, 2004, the Mississippi River Basin Panel (MRBP) of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force will meet at the Radisson Hotel in New Orleans, LA.  Council staff members do not plan to attend this meeting (Contact Dean Wilkinson).

Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) Training Reminder: January 12 – 16, 2004, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will hold a training course entitled, "Preventing the Spread of Invasive Species: A Common Sense Approach to Managing Natural Resources Pathways." This class will be held at the National Conservation Training Center in Shepherdstown, WV and emphasize the use of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) approach to preventing the unintended spread of invasive species.  The class is intended for biologist, technicians, researchers, managers, and supervisors.  Please see Plan Action Item number 26 concerning adoption of sanitation standards.  Council staff members do not plan to attend (Contact Chris Dionigi).
15th Annual U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Interagency Research Forum: January 13 – 16, 2004, the USDA will hold their 15th annual USDA Interagency Research Forum on Gypsy Moth and Other Invasive Species at the Loews Annapolis Hotel in Annapolis, MD.  The keynote speakers are Ann Bartuska and Lisa Wainger.  Sessions will focus on the following: Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, Emerald Ash Borer, Invasive Plants, Asian Long-horned Beetle and Forest Insect Pathogens.  Please see www.fs.fed.us/ne/morgantown/4557/forum2004.   There will be an evening mixer on January 14, 2004 and a poster display session on January 15, 2004.  Please contact Michael McManus for additional information at mlmcmanus@fs.fed.us.  Council staff members plan to attend (Contact Chris Dionigi).       

Biological Control Seminar: January 27 – 29, 2004, a conference on the benefits and risks of biological control of weeds will be held at the Westin Hotel Tabor Center in Denver, CO.  National Management Plan Action Item Number 28 concerns the accelerated testing and development of biological control agents. This is a working conference supported by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and hosted by the Agricultural Research Service, Exotic and Invasive Weeds Research Unit, in conjunction with the Cooperative State Research Education and Extension Service and the Center for Invasive Plant Management.  To receive notification about conference registration, email Dianne Brokke at dbrokke@montana.edu or telephone at 406-994-5557.  Online registration will be available in late November 2003.  Council staff may attend (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Weed Science Society of America Meeting: February 9 – 11, 2004, the Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) will meet at the Westin Crown Center Hotel, 1 Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO. Please see: www.wssa.net/2004mtng.pdf.  Council staff members may attend this meeting (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) and North American Weed Management Association Invasive Plant Workshop (NAWMA): February 12 – 13, 2004, the WSSA and NAWMA will cosponsor an Invasive Plant Species Workshop following the WSSA meetings at the Westin Crown Center Hotel, 1 Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO. Please see: www.wssa.net/2004mtng.pdf.  Council staff members may attend this workshop (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Heinz Center Non-native Species Task Group Meeting: February 17 – 18, 2004, the H. John Heinz III Center for Science, Economics, and the Environment (The Heinz Center) Non-native Species Task Group will meet in Washington, DC. The primary focus of this meeting will be a draft of the report on the development of the non-native indicators that have emerged from the group. In September 2002, The Heinz Center released The State of the Nation’s Ecosystems, the product of five years work by nearly 150 individuals from environmental organizations, businesses, universities, as well as federal, state, and local government. The report identifies specific indicators for the nation’s ecosystems, provides data on current conditions and past trends (where they are available), and highlights gaps in our ability to adequately describe key characteristics of these systems. The Heinz Center is working to produce the next full edition of The State of the Nation’s Ecosystems in 2007, and will provide annual updates in each intervening year. Council staff members and members of ISAC plan to attend (Contact Chris Dionigi or Laura A. Meyerson of The Heinz Center 202-737-6307).

ISAC Meeting:  March 2 – 3, 2004, is the tentative date for the next Invasive Species Advisory Committee (ISAC) meeting that will be held at the Hilton Hawaiian Village, Oahu, Hawaii.  A field tour is tentatively scheduled for ISAC members on March 4, 2004.  Additional information will be forthcoming (Contact Kelsey Passe).    

The American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS) Meeting: March 16 – 18, 2004, the AIBS will hold their 55th annual meeting at the Westin Grand Hotel, 2350 M St. NW, Washington DC. Registration for the meeting closes March 2, 2004.  Plenary speakers, panel sessions, and informal discussion groups at the meeting will approach the topic of "Invasive Species: The Search for Solutions" from the perspective of one or more of the meeting's cross-cutting themes: what makes a species "invasive"; research questions and tools; aquatic and terrestrial issues; economics; public policy; education; public health; prevention and remediation; international issues; and local initiatives.  Plenary speakers include current and past ISAC members and ISAC working group members such as: Ann Bartuska, Richard Mack, David Lodge, and Daniel Simberloff.  For more information please see: www.aibs.org/annual-meeting-2004/index.html. Council staff members plan to attend this meeting (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Invertebrate Conservation Symposium: March 25 – 26, 2004, the American Museum of Natural History, Conservation International, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and Xerces Society will hold a symposium entitled, "Expanding the Ark: The Emerging Science and Practice of Invertebrate Conservation." Topics include factors that threaten invertebrate biodiversity, such as invasive species. For more information please see: http://research.amnh.org/biodiversity.  Council staff members do not plan to attend (Contact Chris Dionigi).   

International Aquatic Invasive Species Conference: September 19 – 23, 2004, the 13th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species will be held at the Lynch West County Hotel, Ennis, County Clare, Ireland. Please see www.aquatic-invasive-species-conference.org.   The Institute of Technology, Sligo is the sponsor of this annual four-day conference.  The conference is an international forum for the review of accumulated scientific knowledge on the impacts of aquatic invasive species, field research, new technologies or advancements in control and mitigation, discussion of policy and approaches to effective public education, and outreach initiatives to prevent new introductions.  Council staff members may attend (Contact Chris Dionigi).

Prior Events


The Commission for Environmental Cooperation’s (CEC) Roundtable Session:  December 4 – 5, 2003, the Joint Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) of the CEC held a roundtable session in Miami, FL entitled, “An Unwelcome Dimension of Trade: the Impact of Invasive Species in North America.”  The purpose of this roundtable meeting was to identify key policies and management options to prevent and control invasive species across North America.  For more information on the CEC, please see www.cec.org.  Council staff attended this roundtable session (Contact Richard Orr).

Sharon Gross’s New Assignment:  December 1, 2003, Sharon Gross (previously with the Fish and Wildlife Service), started her new position as the Assistant Program Coordinator for the Invasive Species Program with the U.S. Geological Survey in Reston, Virginia.  Effective December 1, 2003, her new email address is sharon_gross@usgs.gov and her new telephone number is now 703-648-4076.  Please note that until a permanent replacement is named, Everett Wilson will be the contact person for the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (ANSTF) at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  He may be reached at 703-358-2148 or by email at everett_wilson@fws.gov (Contact Chris Dionigi or Dean Wilkinson).

Ann Bartuska’s New Assignment:  November 26, 2003, U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service Chief, Dale Bosworth announced the selection of Dr. Ann Bartuska as Deputy Chief for Research and Development in a USDA Forest Service Press release.  Ann Bartuska will replace Dr. Robert Lewis, who has led Research and Development since April 1997.  Dr. Bartuska was a member of the Invasive Species Advisory Committee while at The Nature Conservancy.  Ann Bartuska will begin her new assignment in January.  See http://www.fs.fed.us/news/2003/releases/11/national-leadership.shtml for more information (Contact Lori Williams).

Invasive Species Legislation Information on the Council's Site: November 2003, information concerning invasive species legislation currently before the U.S. Congress is now available on the Council's website at www.invasivespecies.gov/laws/congress108.shtml  (Contact Chris Dionigi or Joyce Bolton of the National Agricultural Library 301-504-6454).


Zoonotic Disease Journal: In 2001, the first issue of the journal, Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases (VBZ) was published. The VBZ is the first peer-reviewed medical journal to focus solely on diseases transmitted to humans by insects or animals. The journal covers vector and zoonotic borne diseases such as Lyme disease, West Nile Virus, hantavirus, and dengue. The journal also features entomology, ecology, wildlife biology and other field-related disciplines which contribute to the understanding of the geography, seasonality, and other risk factors for human disease. Please see: www.liebertpub.com/vbz (Contact Chris Dionigi).
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